






RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 





il 





i 


‘6 BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.” 


MARCH 7, 1818, 





No, 41. 





Vo Le I I. 








—— 





FORLIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


GAELIC SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


There is a Society in Edinburgh for the 
maintenance of Circulating Schools, in the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland, tor the 
express purpose of teaching the inhabitants 
to read Gaelic, their native tanguage. 

The Schools are established for a limited 
period, not less than six months nor more 
than eighteen; during which time the 
children are taught gratui‘ously. 

With every Circula:ing School is estab- 
lished another School, for the instruction ef 
Adults; or such as may be unable to attend 
through the day, or through the week, This 
School is kept in the evening of week-days, 
and ata convenient hour on the Sabbath ; 
so that all classes of persons may have an 
opportunity of learning to resd. 

On the removal of a teacher at the expi- 
ration of his term, it is expected that the 
Adult School will supply a proper person 
to preserve and continue the benefits re- 
ceived. Each district is, however, occa- 
sionally revisited ; and, if needful, a regular 
teacher is again sent to reside in it tora 


season. 
The following extract from the last Re- 


port, gives an interesting picture of a High- 
land School, and evinces the beneficial 
effects of Sabbath and oiher free Schools, 
which are shedding a flood of light upon the 
present and future generations in many 
places where they have long set in dark- 
ness. 

I found (says the visitor at Green- 
yard, in the parish of Kincardine,) a 
crowded School, of all ages—seventy- 
nine innumber. ‘The progress which 
they have made during the winter sea- 
son, is surprising. Their Teacher 
seems to have been at pure pains with 
them; for many, who, four months 
before, could not read a word in Gae- 
lic, now read the Old and New Testa- 
ment with propriety. Some who have 
fought the battles of their country, spilt 
their blood, and lost their limbs in its 
service, attended this School. Retired 
on a pension, they are now devoting 
their leisure hours to learn to read the 
Gospel of Peace, and have made very 
great proficiency. 


The Report of the preceding year 
had represented this School as “ crowd- 
ed with sixty Scholars of all ages, from 
the Glencalvie Veteran, Iverach, in his 
117th year, to, literally speaking, the 
infant in the cradle; for the mother 
of the infant is one of the Scholars, 
and such was her ardour of desire to 
learn, that she brought the child and 
cradle to the School !” 


The Veteran Iverach. 


_ The man, whom we have just men- 
tioned, was born at Glencalvie, in the 
parish of Kincardine. His age ap- 
peared from the Parochial Register to 
be as above stated. In 1715, he en- 
listed into a regiment of irregular mi- 
litia, raised by William Lord Ross, and 
was then a stout lad of seventeen; and 
in 1815, susT ONE HUNDRED YEARS APF- 
TER, he put himself to school in bis 
native parish, and set himself to learn 
to read. He was frequent in his at- 
tendance, and had got the length 
of reading syllables or short woids : 
but he was arrested in his progress by 
an infirmity, “ inciden',” as the Com- 
mittee remark, “ to far younger men.” 
Poor Old Iverach’s sight failed, and 
stopped his career. He died in Feb- 
ruary of lastyear. The uncommonly 
stormy winter had confined him to the 
house; and, at last, his hardy limbs 
entirely failed him ; but his uname will 
be had in remembrance. 


Beneficial Effects of the School. 


The Rev. Dr. Ross addresses to the Com” 
mittee the following info: mation :— 


In two ‘Populous townships, at the 
distance of TweLve miles from the 
Parish Church, and in some meesure 
detached from the whole world— 
where, one year before, a single 
Bible was not to be found, except 
in the house of the principal tenant— 
now there is nota house in which a 
portion of the word of God is not read, 
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ard his worship performed, twice eve: 
ry day. The thing is scarceiy credt- 
ble—but the hand of God is m sour 
labours, and the annais. of time will 
not record the immensity of goed 
which vou have done. 

The tev. Mr. M’Bean states, that, efter 
an exemimation at Glencalvie, an old man, 
ip particular, thanked God in the most ex 
pressive ‘erms, for wha: He had spared him 
tusee. He hen added :— 

I remember when there were only 
THREE Bibles in all Strathcarron, 6ler 
cals ieyand Strathcullan ach—full twen- 
ty mies ina straight line—and only 
THREE men, in the vast population 
which tirev then contained, whe eauld 
read the Word. of God!—anéd now, 
every child can read it—every house 
Coniains one or more Bibles: and 
those who eannot read themse.ves, 
have daily oppertanity of hearing 
the Bibie froma some inmate of the 
family. 

A wethod is adopted in the school of 
Dingwail, worthy of imitation. We think 
it might be substituted in many of our 
scheols, wich equal benefic, tor ihe feruls, 
the whip, pulling hair, &c. 

From 200 to 300 persons have been 
tauglitto read the Word of God in their 
Native tongue ; and not only to read, 
but to reverence the Scriptures, and 
to refer to them in the commen duties 
aud ordinary oceurrences of the 
day. When a Schoiar committed a 
fault, it has been the Teachev’s prac- 
tice to correct him out of the Bible, by 

causing him to read a passage con- 
demning that fault, and then pressing 
it on his conscience. In such cases, 
the delinquent, on seeing the Tea acher 
opea the Bible, has changed colour, 
and trersbled more than at sight of 
the uplifted red. In some instances 
that cccurred of plundering gardens, 
it was asceriained that None of those 
who attended the Gaelic School. were 
concerned in the depredation. 

‘Lhe Minister of the seme perish, the Rey 
Alexender Stewart, further reports :— 

‘bhe instructions inculcate’ on the 
cliildren, have, through them, been 
transinitted to the parents. Without 


stooping to the humiliating attilude of 
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learneis, the parental interest and 
pleasure which they feltin their child. 
ren’s improvement, drew their serious 
attention ‘0 the Sacred Scriptures, 
which the youngones read, or comimit- 
ted to memory, at home. Thus the 
walls of the cottage were illuminated 
by the taper which was lighted in the 
School. Prayer has. been introduced 
into families, where no form of devo- 
tion existed before.. Swearers;. liars, 
and dru::kards, have appeared to stand 
in awe of their children; know; 
how they had been taught in Schou! to 
abhor these vices, as sins which p)o- 
voke the wrath of God,.and drown the 
sou! in perdition. 

One of the Socie'y’s Teachers save: of 
those who had been ua‘ler his care — 

They. watched every opportunity of 
expressing their gratitude. My parte 
ing from them was. a very affecting 
scene. As fF set off, 2 great number 
ef parents left the fields where they 
were shearing, crowded rewnd me, and 
expressed. their sorrow at my leaving 
them. Fory of the children accum- 
panied me four miles:. it was with dif- 
ficulty that F prevatied'on them to re- 
tur) sa soon; and they wept aloud at 
parting. A: few, more advanced in 
years, would not leave me till the end 
of the first stage; and one of them, 
who had a horse, accompanied me: 
foriy miles ! 


Extracts from the Journal of the Mis- 
sion at Bombay, pubtioned in. the 
Panoplist. Jan. b, 2,.1817.. 


With the commencement of this 
month we pegan to consult and make 
some general arrangements for the 
vear. It was agreed that brother 
Newell should act as treasurer for the 
year; brother Hall as clerk; and 
brother Bardwell as librarian. 

3: This evening about 30° persons 
were present at the reading of the 
Scriptures, several’ of whom were 
Jews. 

The following narrative, taken frona 
the Bombay Courier, is enougli, it 
would seem, to excite in every Chris- 
tian mind the deepest commisseration 
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45r the deluded idolaters, and the most 
ardent and active zeal for their con- 
version to the blessed Gospel of our 
Lord. Nor can we fail tess deeply to 
deplore the ignorance, or the per 
versenvss of the narrator; who sup- 
poses that even the most inhuman, 
guilty, and abominable of all the hea- 
then ceremonies, are a sure passport 
to the heaven of purity and bliss. 
The narrative is as follows. 

‘We havealready noticed the perti- 
nacity with whichthe Rajah of Nepaul 
resisted the safeguard of vaccination. 
lle has since unfortunately fallen a 
vicum tothe small pox. His natural 
brother is also dead of the same dis- 
ease. Seven females were burnt a 
live with the corpse of the former, 
and two with that of the latter. The 
vesident was invited to be present at 
the ceremony. ‘The eldest son of the 
Rajah was to be placed on the mushed, 
(throne) on the 8th instant, and it was 
expected without any disturbauce. 
On the former occasion much bicod 
‘was spiltin a violent struggle among 
the chiefs in the public durbar. No 
regency had been appointed, but it is 
supposed that Beemsain will continue 
in the post of Prime Minister. The 
following letter gives a particular ac- 
count of the human sacrifice tliat was 
mace on the Rajah’s death. 

‘ Valley of Nepaul, Nov. 20, 1816. 

«| have just returned from witness- 
ing a sight that has made such an im- 
pression, as will not readily be effaced 
from my memory; and in the hopes 
that it may be acceptable, 1 take up 
my pen to endeavour to paint to you 
the picture. My mind is in a right 
frame for it, but oh Yorick! that I 
had thy imagination to trace the fact 
with the imagery it requires, to con+ 
vey an adequate idea of the scene to 
those who did not behold it. 

« You will have heard ere this of the 
havoc the small pox has been making 
these three months past among the in- 
habi ants of this delightful and inte- 
resting valley. When it first appear 
ed, apprehensions were entertained 
for tie safety of the Rajah and his 
family; and measures were adopted 
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which, for a time, kept them and the 
inhabitants ef the city of Kathmandoo 
free from the infection; but it was 
only foratime. It soon reached from 
the peasant to the prince, and notwith- 
standing vaccination had been suc- 
cesfully administered to some of the 
principal families of the court, either 
supersiition or a dislike to innovation 
had prevented a part of the Rajah’s 
family from receiving the benefit of 
it, though frequently tendered in a 
pressing manner. 

“On the 2d, an infant son of the 
Prince died from the effects of the 
raging distemper; and this morning 
information was brought to the resi- 
dent, that the Rajah, who for some 
days had been labouring under it, was 
carried dowa to the holy temple of 
Pusputnauth, which is looked upon 
by all Hindoos as one of the portals 
of heaven, that, in breathing bis last, 
his soul might be admitted in its pas- 
sage from its earthly frame to hap- 
pier regions, of which this temple is 
believed to be the entrance. Such is 
seldom, if ever done, till the person is 
supposed to be drawing to his end; - 
and as this was the case in the present 
instance, the prince was early in the 
morning accompanied by the chief of- 
ficers of his government, his relations 
and domestics, who, as is customary 
on such occasions, walked with his pa 
lankeen bareheaded and barefooted 
tothe temple. A little after he ceased 
to be a Prince; and the event was 
communicated to the resident, who, 
as a mark of condolence, and in com- 
pliment to the court, proceeded with 
his suite in mourning and on foot to 
the spot where much more awful 
scenes than had yet eccurred were in 
a state of forwardness; I mean the 
preparations for the human sactifices, 
that the death of a Hindoo prince in 
these mountainous regions invariably 
demands. 

“On reaching the temple, we were 
received by the venerable Rajah Goo- 
roo, or high priest, whose hoary locks 
bespoke his lengthened years. He 
was in tears; mentioned that one of 
the Ranees (queens,) ove of the con- 
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eubines of the Rajali, with five of 
their female attendants were to burn 
with the remains of their master; and 
after lamenting the passing event, 
pointed out to us a spot at a little dis- 
tance, from whence we could better 
witness the scene, and retired to con- 
tinue the obsequies of his departed 
Prince. 

“ The funeral pile was erected in 
the bed of the river Bunymuttee, which 
in its course through the valley is very 

“shallow, and here so narrow, that its 
sacred waters wash the foundation of 
the temple of Pusputnauth on the one 
side, and moisten the trees of its 
gloomy groves that overhang it from 
the other. As we were behoiding the 
funeral rites in a most anxious state 
of suspense, the sonorous sounds of 
the singhka, while, by taking off the at- 
tention ef the devoted females from 
the surrounding crowd, they tended to 
fit them for their approaching end, 
added solemnity to such scenery. 

Our situation did not admit of distinct- 
ly observing what might be called the 
niceties of the awful ceremony; but 
we were near enough to distinguish the 
innocent victim of superstition who 
was about sixteen years old, and said 
to be of an interesting figure. We 
saw her take off her ornaments, and 
throw loosely over her loins and breast 
a cloth, as she ascended the pile with 
her companions. She distrrbuted to 
the Brahmin, her attendants and rela- 
tives that stood around, a couple of 
elephants, some buffaloes, bullocks, 
calves, horses, jewels and frankin- 
cense, with the clothes and ornaments 
she had just thrown off; meant, I be- 

lieve, as marks of her regard, or as 
proofs that she parted from this world 
in peace with all; and saying, as we 
were afterwards told, something to 
those who were strpposed to be most 
endeared to her, (for whatever a suttee 
utters is looked on as prophetic,) she 
placed the head of her departed hus- 
band on her lap, when heaps of san- 
dal wood, smeared with oil and ghee, 
were piled around her and her com- 
panions. Qu this a great number of 


torches, descending the steps of the 
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temple, communicated their flames to 
the combustible pile, at the same time 
that the hallowed groves and temples 
re echoed the shouts and groanings of 
the multitude; and in a momeut the 
souls of the devoted girls fled to 
heaven. To heaven, 1 say, for sure- 
ly, an all just and all directing God 
granted the boon their acts were di- 
rected to obtain; however erroneous, 
in the opinion of'a Christian, the mode 
of seeking s# may appear.” 


~ 





DESCRIPTION OF BATTICOTTA. 


Fhe Missionary Station of Messrs. Rich 
ards and Meigs, in the Island of Cey- 
lon. Extracted from their Journal 
of Octe 1816. 

Batticotta lies about six miles N. W. 
of the fort of Jaffhapatam, about half 
a mile from the sea-shore, and in 
sight of it. The situation is pleasant 


‘and airy. Although it is surrounded 


on three sides by paddy, (rice) fields 
yet the ground on which iM stands is 


dry and healthy. On the north to-°* 


wards Changane the land is a little 
higher and very dry. It may be well 
to remark here, that the whole district 
of Jaffna, anlike the middle and south- 
ern parts of the island, is very level ; 
though the land is a few feet higher i in 
some places than in others. Ail the 
ground belonging to the place at Bat- 
ticotta amounts by measurement to 
three acres, three roods, eleven perch- 
es, and 159 links. On this ground 
isa church, a dwelling house, and five 
other sinall buildings, two yards, a 
garden, feur weils, eleven margosa 
trees, and fifty one palmyra trees; all 
belonging to the Ceylon government. 
That you may know in what state we 
found them, we give a short descrip- 
tion of them. 

I. The church. This is said to be 
the finest church in the whole district, 
and in the best state of repair. It was 
first built by the Portuguese, when 
they were masters of the islaud tm the 
sixteenth century, (as were all these 
churches and houses,) and repaired 
by the Dutch in 1678, as appears by 
the date on the western end of the 
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‘building. This is the reason why it 
is now in a better state of repair than 
the other churches in the district. Af- 
ter the English became masters of 
the island, in 1795—6, the church and 
houses were much ‘neglected, and 
have been since fast going to decay. 
Many of the walls are much broken 
by the banians which grow in them, 
cand break them down. This church 
has, however, received very little in- 
injary from them. But the walls of 
the dwelling house are much broken. 
The church is a very large and noble 
building. It is 171 feet in length .on 
the outside, 163 on the inside, walls 
four feet thick. The width of it is 65 
feet on the outside, and 57 on the in- 
side. The walls are not high, and 
they have no galleries in this country. 
There is no roof on the church, but 
the walls, pillars,and arches are al- 
most entire. They are built princi- 
pally ef coral stones, which appear to 
grow harder by exposure 4o the sun. 
Many af the buildings have already 

stood nearly three-hundred years, and 
would probably stand as much longer 
were proper care taken of them.— 
From one end of the church to the 
other, at an equal distance from a 
dine drawn through the centre, run 
two rows of massy -pillars, 20-in num- 
ber, each 10 feet in circumference, 
supporting eighteen fine arches, which 
are so much ‘higher than the walls 
of the church as to support the roof. 
The width of the church is so great, 
that a roof could not otherwise be 
easily sapported. We are anxious to 
coer the building as.soon as we have 
the means in our power. ‘Iwo thirds 
of it will be sufficiently large to con- 
tain any congregation that we, or our 
successoys, shall probably ever be a- 
ble to collect. -By making a partition 
we can have one third of it for school 
iooms, or for a printing press, should 
we ever have occasion to use it for 
th: . ey ur pose. 

The dwelling- house. This is on- 
ly one story high, according to the 
custom of the country. It is more 
than 100 fect in length, and 41 or 42 
in breadth. It will contain eight 
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rooms, five of which are large, and 
three smaller ones. The house re- 
quires a great deal of repairing before 
it will be a suitable habitation for two 
families. The walls are broken in 
many places by the bamian trees. 
We found it without a roof, doors or 
windows ; in short, nothing remained 
but the walls and floors, which are of 
brick. This, in the time of the Dutch, 
was the country seat of the second 
officer in command at Jaffna. It may 
be made a very convenient and pleas- 
aint habitation, and the expense will 
not he very great, as labour is cheap 
in this country and particularly in 
this district. But it requires a large 
stock of patience to wait for these 
workmen to accomplish any thing, as 
they are commonly lazy, and have 
many feast days, and other things to 
interrupt them. 

3. The five small buildings. These 
are a kitchen,a stable, a guard house, 
two othersmall out houses. ‘The wal!s 
of some of these are considerably bro- 
ken, and all are without roofs or win-. 
dows. 

4. The yards. There are two of 
these directly back of the house, and 
about 47 feet by 25. ‘They are sur- 
rounded by a wall about eight feet 
high, built of the same materials as 
the walls of the house. 

5. The garden. From the large 
yard back of the house, yeu enter the 
garden through a door. The garden 
contains about one acre and three 
fourths of land, or nearly hall of the 
whale. ft is enclosed by a fine wall, 
built of coral stone laid in mortar, and 
at the top fixed in the form of a roof 
to shed the rain. Jt is nive feet high. 
Tt-emust have been built at great ex- 
pense. The quality of the soil is not 
quite so good as that around Tilli- 
pally. 

6. The wells. Three of these are 
in the garden to water it in the dry 
season, and one very excellent one in 
the large yard very near ibe house. 
The water jn them appears to be 
good, though we have net yer had 
sufficient time and opportuntty to as- 
certain. 
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7. Fhetrees. Theeleven margosa 
trees are in front of the house, be- 
tween it and the church, which is a- 
bout twenty rods from the house. The 
margosa tree makes very good tim- 
ber and boards, and from the nuta 
valuable oil is expressed. The fifty- 
one palmyras are all but one in the 
garden. Of this number 29. are fruit- 
ful and 23 are barren. Of this tree 
there are the male and female. Both 
are necessary. The female tree on- 
ly bears fiuit, and is good for timber. 
The rafters of all these houses are 
made of this tree. The leaf of this 
tree forms the Olla, so much used by 
the natives instead of paper. It is al- 
so much used to form the roofs of 
houses, and it answers very well for 
two or three years, when it must be 
renewed. The ollas are cheap, easi- 
ly procured and put on. ‘The house 
at Baiticotta, and also at Pillipally will 
be covered withthem. The fruit ofthe 
trees constitutes the principal food of 
the natives one halt of the vear. Thir- 
ty or forty trees wi!l support a family. 
The tree often grows to the height of 
more than 100 feet without branches, 
and the trunk through this extent coa- 
tinuing of an uniform size, being from 
twelve to fifteen or eighteen inches in 
diameter. The fruit grows among 
the large leaves, which form a circle 
of ten or twelve feet in diameter a- 
round the top. The cocoa-nut tree 
grows and bears fruit in a similar 
manner, except that the leaves are 
much longer, a single leaf being com- 
Monly twelve or fifteen feet in length. 
The cocoa-nut does not grow so erect 
as the palmyra, and the color of its 
wood is much lighter. The wood of 
the palmyra is black, or a dark 
brown. A tall cabbage with long 
leaves that has no head, will give you 
some idea of the shape of these cuti- 
ous and very useful trees. 





MISSION AT TILLEPALLY. 
Extract from the Journal of Messrs. 
Warren and Poor, American Mis- 
sionaries at Tillipally i in the island of 
Ceylon. | 
Sabbath, Oct. 20, 1816.—D. Bast, 


Esq. spent the day with us. Ir the 
morning about thirty people came to 
the house to hear what we had to Say. 
We explaine ed to them the object of 
our coming to dwell among them, and 
the manner in which we shonld pro- 
ceed in accomplishing it. They pro. 
fessed to be well pleased with our in- 
tentions, and expressed a wish to have 
their children instructed. At the 
suggestion of Mr. Bast, we appointed 
a meeting to be held next Sabbath at 
Mallagum, two miles distant toward 
Jaffhapatam in Mr. B’s court house. 
This genleman, a native of Dutch 
descent, is a sitting magistrate, and 
holds his courtat Mallagum. His ju- 
risdiction extends over fourteen par- 
ishes in this district. He appears to 
be a truly pious man; takes a lively 
interest in our settling here, and we 
think will afford us much assistance in 
our missionary work. 

Sabbath 27—This morning sixty 
persons came to us. We held wor- 
ship in our house. Sung in English, 
prayed in Malabar, by the assistance 
of an interpreter, and expounded the 
2d chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, 
concluded with singing and prayer. 
After the services we had some con- 
versation with the people. They 
were ready ta acknowledge that what 
we had said to them was good, and 
expressed a wish that we might preach 
to the a eveiy Sabbath. We are a- 
ware that very unworthy motives may 
induce this people to come to us; but 
we are gratified in havingan opportu- 
nity of opening to them the treasures 
of the Gospel, hoping that in due 
time, God will bless the means of his 
own appointment. In consequence 
of heavy rains we had no meeting at 
Mallagum. In the afternoon held 
worship in the family. 

Wednesday 30. We see some good 
effects of the Rev. Mr. Palm’s exer- 
tions among this people, though he 
laboured under great disadvantages. 
The prejudices of the people are in 
some degree removed; some know- 
ledge of Christianity was communica- 
ted, and here are ten or twelve boys 
who attended his school, now wishing 
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to be instructed by us. Though we 
aie not ready to open a school, yet as 
these boys are daily with us, we have 
given them passages of Seripture 
written on ollas, which they commit 

will: surprising facility They are al- 
so earning the English Alphabet 

iwesday 12. tengaged in studying 

the samul language. We much need 
the apeienen of some one w')o is ac- 
qu sited with the grammac and prin- 
ciples of the language, Such a per- 
sou itis extremely difficulty, @ not im- 
possible, to obtain on this island. We 
have one set of elementary books. 
Books of this description cannot be 
purchased here. Qn the continent 
they are scarce, and excessively dear. 
Malieappa, our interpreter, is able to 
assist us in construing and pronoun 
cing the language. [le 1s the sonofa 
native clergyman, ts preparing for the 
ministry, and we think, gives some ev- 
idence of pessessing the essential qual. 
ifications. 

This day we made our first visits 
among the natives. We visited two 
sick women; the one a poor widow, 
the mother of an active intelligent lit- 
tle boy, who has expressed an earnest 
desire to come and write passages of 
Scripture with other boys, but was un- 
der the necessity of using every exer- 
tion with his two brothers, to procure 
rice for the family. After proper in- 
quiry, we concluded to give him two 
measures, nearly two quarts of rice, 
worth four cents per week, which will 
enub'e him to devote his time to study. 
We also:gave him a cubit of cloth, 
which serves for a full dress, which he 
very much needed. He did not need 
a knowledge of our language to ex- 
press to us his feelings. His counte- 
nance and gestures manifested the 
gladness of his heart, in being placed 
in such favourable circumstances.— 
On visiting this boy’s mother, we were 
pleased to see, suspended from the 
roof of the cottage a number of ollas 
on which were written the passages of 
Scripture which th® other boys had 
learned ,and which this had transcribed. 
On asking the woman if she had apy 
kuowledge of Christianity, she replied, 
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that she knew only what her son had 
read to her frointhe ollas. The other 
woma: wiam we visited was a per- 


son who had sent to-us for medicine. 


At each piace about 40 perso:s gath- 
ered areund us, and thus gave us a 
favourable oppor tunity of addvessiig 
them on the subject of the Clirisuan 
Reiigivoa. 
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LVTELLIGENTCE. 


NEW-YORK EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF YOUNG MEN, 


The unexampled progress of ‘his Society 
is peculiarly gratifying ; ; and as itis inire- 
duced to the pudlic in tbe first year of its 
operations as an impovian. Missionary Lo- 
stiution whose <treams of beniliceace bave 
already gladdened «he Ciy «four God and 
made the wilderness ‘0 rejoice, we presume 
the followimg brief sketch of the circum- 
stances which called itinto being, will net 
b- unaeceptanie to our readers. 

there-had previously existed in the city 
of New York che Young Men’s ‘issionary 
Society; to which a very respectable oum- 
ber of \he present members of this Lnstitu- 
tion formerly belonged. In this Christian 
Fraternity. however, there appeared to ex- 
rst Chose unhappy jealausies on ‘he subjegs- 
of Christian theology, which have in @ 
considerabie d-gree smothered the dame of 
that heavenly charity whieh ought to sub- 
sist among :heic Spiritual Teachers 

At ameeting of the Young Men’s Mis. 
sienary Society in the fallef 1816. Mr. Cox, 
a young man of superior talen's, and un- 
questionable piety, was proposed as a suit- 
able candidate for he missionary service. 
Although Mr. tox had just beea licenced 
by a unanimous vote of the Presbytery of 
New- York, ke was rejected as 2 mbssiomary 
of the cross by a majcrity of the Society, on 
account of error in his religious sentiments ; 
having adopted, as the outtiues of his belivg, 
the sentiments entertained oy Calvin, Ed- 
wards, Scott, Dwigh:, &c. Lhis decision, 
which virtually recognised the principle (hat 
no man of simdar views could be employed 
by the Society as a missionary, occasioned 
a long and able discussion on ‘be points of 
difference 'n religious opinion , and furilv, 
even.uated in a lasting division of the Socie 
ety. The minerity feeling themselves 
evrieved, an’ believing their dearest rights 
were eontrovied by a spirit of intolerance, 
after much solicitude, and many prayers 
aad tears were constrained, for conscience 
sake, to withdraw ibeir names from the »o- 
ciety ; and immediately proceeded io or. 


ganize the Young Afen’s Hvangelical Mis. 


DOMESTIC 
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sionary Sociely, which already embraces 
more than five hundred members. 

We have made this short statement, 
which is alluded to in the Report, not for 
the purpose of casting any reflections, or of 
deciding upon the merits or demerits of the 
controversy which gave rise to this Institu- 
tion; but that we may see the designs of 
Him who overrules ali things for his own 
glory, and who will make even the wrath of 
man praise him. 

Whatever may have been the motives by 
which individuals were actuated, on either 
side, or whatever may be their reflections, 
this Society may well adopt the language of 
Joseph to his brethren’ ** But God meant 
it unto geod, to bring to pass, as it is this 
“ay, fo save much people alive.” 

‘he First Anniversary of the New-York 
Evangelical Missionary Society of Young 
Men, was holden in New York, in the City 
Assembly Rom, onthe 8th Dec. 1817. 

The Report of the Directors, from which 
we now make some extracts, was read be- 
forea very respeciable assemblage of La- 
dies and Gentlemen. 

Several eloquent animating addresses 
were delivered before the Society, from 
which we intend herealier to make some 


extracts. 
The following Officers were elected for 


the ensuing year. 

Mr. Horace W. Bulkley, President, 

Mr. Eleazer Lord, First Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Philo L. Mills, Second Vice 
President. 

Mr. Oliver Wilcox, Third Vice Pres- 
ident. 

Mr. Eliphalet Williams, Treasurer. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Mr. Stephen Lockwood, Recording 
Secretary. 
Managers. 

Rev. Matthew L. R. Perine, Rev. 
Philip M. Whelpley, Dr. James C 
Bliss, Mr. Stephen P. Britain, Mr 
Simeon Hyde, Mr. Alfred De Forest 
Mr. Peletiah Perit, Mr. Abijah Fisher’ 
Mr. George Nixon, Mr. George P’ 
Shipman, Mr. James R. Maltbie, Mr. 
George M. Tracy, Mr. Heman Averill. 

Richard I. Hutchinson, Clerk. 

Honorary Direetors. 

George Griffin, Esq. Mr. Jonathan 
Little, Mr. John P. Mumford, Mr. 
Deuie! H. Wickiam, Mr. Rensselaer 
Havens, Mr. George Griswold, “Mr. 


John Adams, Robert Sedgwick, Esq, 
Elisha W. King, Esq. Mr. Zechariah 
Lewis, Mr. David L. Dodge, Mr. James 
Lovett, Peter Hawes, Es:. Theodore 
Dwight, Esq. Rev. William Boardman, 


Extracts from the Report. 


By no one feature is the aspect of 
Divine Providence more distinguished 
at the present day, than his smile upon 
efforts todo good. The age in which 
we live is the age of mercy to Benev- 
olent Institutions. No severe test of 
their virtue, no long trial of their pa- 
tience embarrasses their operations, 
but help from above, as kind as it is 
undeserved, as prompt as it is needful, 
crowns every Christain enterprize. 
The Board of Directors of this infant 
Society have reason for unutterable 

raise to the God of mercy, that their 
first annual report may bear testimo- 
ny to the gracious assurance, “ he that 
goeth forth weeping, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” 

A prominent object which has oc- 
cupied the attention of the Board du- 
ring the year, has been the augmenta- 
tion ef their own resources. Some- 
thing has been done in soliciting, do- 
nations from private individuals, in 
the formation of auxiliary societies, 
and in the increase of annual subscri- 
bers. The donations, though few, 
have been such as do honor to the 
benevolence of the dunors, and such 
as evince their attachment to the evan- 
gelical and’ catholic principles, on 
which this Society was instituted. Ex- 
clusive of the monthly dues, they a- 
mount in all to six hundred and thir- 
ty-seven dollars. On the subject of 
auxiliary societies, the Board can say 
nothing more than that they have in 
immediate prospect, the formation of 
three. The numbers added to the so- 
ciety during the last year, are such as 
to encourage the hope, that the prov- 
idence of God has designed this Jnsti- 
tution for eminent usefulness. 

But the chief object in view during 
the year, has been the selection, ap- 
pointment, and superintendance of 
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judicious and devoted missionaries. 


The districts of territory upon which 
the Board have had their eye, as par- 
ticularly demanding missioary aid, 
are the unevangelized and destitute 
portions of our own city—an exten- 
sive region in the North Eastern parts 
of Pennsylvania—a region, still more 
desolate and extensive, between the 
Genesee and Niagara rivers, in the 
State of New York—together with the 
still more undefined and extended des- 
olations of the State of Georgia. In 
these several stations, the Board have 
employed, some for a longer, and 
some for a shorter period, eight mis- 
sionaries, in the course of the year. 

The Rev. Samuel H. Cox, particu- 
larly designed for the destitute parts 
of this city, soon after his appointment 
in the service of the Society, having 
received a call to the charge of a con- 
gregation in New-Jersey, was, at his 
own request, and with great reluctance 
on the partof the Board, released from 
his engagements. 

This field of labo? however, has 
been occupied by two Missionaries 
since the early part of October. Mr. 
Samuel C. Aiken, and the Rev. Elihu 
W. Baldwin have commenced a suc- 
cessful course of duty among this long 
neglected portion of our citizens,-— 
Though till some recent efforts ofa 
most benevolent character, this de- 
partment of missions has been little 


thought of by the christian communi- - 


ty ; and though it is necessarily accom- 
panied by more deprivations, and 
greater self-denial, than the usual rou- 
tine of duty on our frontier settle- 
ments; it presents no reason for dis- 
couragement, but every motive for an- 
imated perseverance. Mr. Aiken has 
been stationed in that part of the city, 
usually known by the name of Corlear’s 
Hook, where itis believed, that with 
due encouragement from the friends 
of ihe Society, a respectable congrega- 
tion may be formed at no distant peri- 
od. ‘There is in this neighborhood a 
population of more than six thousand 
souls, and no celigious instructor ex- 
cept your Missionary. Mr. Aiken 
has here been employed, in preaching 
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on the Lord’s Day, and on one eve- 
ning in the week, in visiting the sick, 
and attending and preaching at fune- 
rals. ‘The short period however, 
which he has occupied in these labors, 
prevents us from giving a detailed ac- 
count of his services. We rejoice in 
being able to inform the society, that 
there have been some instances of se- 
riousness, through the Divine blessing 
on his labors, and that the Board have 
resolved on continuing, and if possible 
increasing their efforts among this 
ortion of the community. 

The labours of Mr. Baldwin have 
been necessarily more diffuse. The 
have been chiefly expended on the 
inhabitants in the vicinity of theUnion 
Mission Church, recently erected in 
Bancker-street, through the very laud- 
able enterprize of the Female Mis- 
sionary Society, in this city. Mr. 
Baldwin has devoted much of his time 
to family visitation, an exercise indis- 
pensable tothe success of a mission 
among the poor. “It may be stated, 
in general,” says Mr. Baldwin, “ that 
I find most of the families | visit, dis- 

osed to receive religious instructien, 
Sine are particular to request a rep- 
etition of my visits, and a few individ- 
uals have appeared not a littie affect- 
ed by divine truth.’ When the Soci- 
ety are informed, that there is not 
less than fifty thousand souls, in our 
own favored city, wlio are literally 
destitute of the privileges of the gospel, 
they will feel, it is hoped they will ten- 
derly feel, the claims this portion of 
the heathen world have on their boun* 
ty. 
The Rev. Hutchins Taylor entered 
upon a mission within the vicinity of 
Wilkesbarre, in the month of Septem- 
ber last, with the view of continuing 
in the employment of the society, as 
long as the providence of God should 
present the opportunity for usefulness. 
The Board are able to communicate 
no intelligence from Mr. Taylor as to 
the prospects of the mission. 

Where is the greatest want? and 
where the highest prospet of success ? 
are inquiries the Board have frequeni- 
ly made in the selection of Missionary 
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stations. They have long been con- 
vinced, that a system of well directed 
effort would not fail of success in the 
Western District of the State of New- 
York. Upon a tract of land, common- 
ly known by the name of the Holland 
Purchase, they have been enabled to 
send three Missionaries. Early in the 
summer, Mr. James H. Mills, and Mr. 
Calvin Colton, licentiates of the Pres- 
bytery of New-York, visited this terri- 
tory, with the expectation of continu- 
ing in the employment of the Society 
ontil the autumn; but as the fields 
were whitening to the harvest, they 
have resolved with the consent of the 
Board, not to abandon a service, in 
which hope and promise revive, and 
grow stronger and brighter, with eve- 
ry opening dispensation of Providence. 

The first place visited by Mr. Mills, 
was Batavia, about forty miles east of 
Buffaloe, “where I found,” he says, 
“a httle handful of Christians, whose 
hearts were open to receive me, and 
who were sighing for gospel privile- 

ges.” From Batavia, he proceeded a 
short distance South, to Ganesville, 
“a place where they have enjoyed a 
short season of refreshing during the 
Jast winter.”” Here he found “ an in- 
fant church, and very crouded audien- 
ces ;” but from the hope of more im- 

mediate, as well as greater ultimate 
usefulness, he was induced eventually 
to locate himself as a stated supply, at 
Williamsville and Clarence. Clareuce, 
particularly, has been selected by your 
Missionary and your Board, as a per- 
ananent Missionary station. It is a 
pleasant and flourishing village, situa- 
ted about twenty miles west of the 
Canada line. Though there was much 
here to discourage the early efforts of 
Mr. Mills, there has been much to in- 
duce him to persevere, and much to 
crown his perseverance with success. 
“| have found here,” he informs us, 
“about twenty, who are disposed to 
collect themselvesinto achurch. They 
are scattered through the weods as 
sheep without a Shepherd, and are, 
generally, very poor. I found them 


in a very discouraged state, but they 
appear now, to cherish some hope, 
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that the Lord is about to visit them in 
mercy.” The public assemblies that 
have attended on the ministrations of 
Mr. Mills, have been increasingly in- 
teresting; and the Board would grate- 
fully acknowledge, that such has been 
the divine blessing upon his own word, 
that a church has actually been orga- 
nized, and the dews of mercy have be- 
gun already to descend upon this mor- 
al wilderness. On the third Sabbath 
in October last, the Lord’s Supper was 
administered to them for the first time. 
“It was,” savs Mr. Mills, “a solemn 
and interesting day in Clarence, and 
I cannot but hope it is the beginning 
of better days. Our infant church sat 
down at the table of our commonLord, 
for the first time. Brother Colton 
was with us and administered the or- 
dinance. Our assembly was thronged, 
and very much affected. O may this 
place, so lately almost in a state of 
heathenism, be a place, where Jeho- 
hovah will manifest his power and 
form a people for his praise !” 

From the successful labours of Mr. 
Mills, the Board are happy to turn 
the attention of the Society to those of 
Mr. Colton. Mr. Colton entered upon 
the mission the 7th of July, and was 
providentially in season to occupy an 
important missionary station, very re- 
luctantly, and unexpectedly left va- 
cant by the Youth’s Missionary Soci- 
ety at Utica. The town of Le-Roy, 
in his own judgment, and in that of 
several of his brethren, presented the 
most important, unoccupied ground, 
within their view. By the direction of 
the Board, Mr. Colton has here devo- 
ted the most of his time. The decis- 
ion of the Directors in assigning the 
ministrations of Mr. Colton to this in- 
teresting region, will not fail to meet 
the approbation of the Society, when 
they learn that the Divine Redeemer 
has vouchsafed so signal a blessing up- 
on his labors among that people. “ V e- 
ry soon after my arrival in this place,’ 
says Mr. Colton, “ I discovered many 
symptoms of religious concern. [im- 
mediately instituted a special praver- 
meeting, for the purpose of supplica- 
ting the eifusions of the Holy Spirit, 











which has received far greater atien- 
tion than any thing I had anticipated. 
Many of the pious have been awaken- 
ed, and started as if from slumbers. I 
soou began to cherish a very confident 
expectation, that these symptoms were 
but the tokens of better things. It is 
now no longer a subject of doubt that 
the Lord is among this people, as he 
has not been in times past. Our reli 
gious meetings have been thronged to 
an enusual degree, especially on the 
Sabbath. Seasons of worship are 
marked with great seriousness and 
deep humility; and often we witness 
the bursting anguish of irrepressible 
grief, mn the midst of our assemblies. 
Within three weeks past, there have 
been six instances of hopeiul conver- 
sion, each exhibiting bright evidences 
ofgrace. I am well satisfied that great 
numbers are the subjects of deep seri- 
ousness. On the whole, dark as have 
been the prospects of Zion in Le- Roy, 
they begin to brighten.” The Direct- 
ors have thought proper to advise My. 
Colton to improve the present opper 
tunity ef buiiding up this church avd 
consolidating this Congregation ; and 
for this purpose, have requested him 
to apply to the Presbytery of Niagara, 
for ordination as a Gospel Minister. 
That application was made aud cheer- 
fully granted. “ Since my ordination,” 
says Mr. Colton in his last communi- 
cations to the Board, “ I have admin- 
istered the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper, to the Church in Le Roy— 
adniitted seven new converts to the 
communicn,and baptized three adults, 
and twelve infants and children. To 
the account I gave you in my former 
letter, of the state of religion, it gives 
me joy to say, [ have something nore 
pleasing to add. I cannot say indeed, 
that it has been with us, as on the day 
of Pentecost, or that so powerful! an 
influence has been shed upon us, as 
upen many other places ; but the Spir- 
it of the Lord has been here, to revive 
the graces of his children—to increase 
more and more, our public assemblies, 
and not only to give the listening ear, 


but evidently, to leave abiding impres- 


sions on the ‘heart. I hase already 
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mentioned that seven have been added 
to the church from the world, and [ 
may safely say, there are from: twelve 
to fifteen other hopeful subjects of 
grace. The farther I extend my fam- 
ily visits, and the more frequenily I 
make them, the more | discover of that 
which is encouraging.” It is the hap- 
piness of the Board to add, that the 
more tbey learn of the exertions of 
their Missionaries, the more are they 
encouraged in the great and good 
work, in which they are permitted to 
engage. They have never once ad- 
mitted the thought that in such a day 
as the present, they could be tempted 
to loose sight of their object, or remit, 
or relax their operations. The time 
to favor Zion, and the day of final ac- 
count are too near, christian biethren, 
to allow our engaging in such a work 
with languid hopes, or even with any 
doubiiul prospects of success. 

In addition to the stations occupied 
by r. Mills and Mr. Colton, the Di- 
rectors have also recently appointed a 
Missionary for Cayuga Creek, a settle- 
ment about twenty miles south east of 
Buftaloe. The last communication 
from Mr. Mills, induced the Board to 
regard this village, as worthy of cheir 
prompt attention, and they have there- 
fore, authorized the Rev. Jacob Bur- 
bank, to occupy this station for six 
months. No communications have 
been received from Mr. Burbank since 
his appointinent. 

While surveying the desolations of 
this extensive territo: y, the Board can- 
not repress the sentiments of christian 
sympathy with the lamentations o! $0 
laige a portion of “their own flesh,” 
whe are left to bewail their Goiihvctos 
of the word and ordinances of salva- 
tiov. ©“ Trulv the harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few: Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.” The Western District ef 
this State, they consider a most im- 
portant missionary field. Much de- 
pends on what may be done soon. 
The charaeter of society is just in that 
incipient state, in which it is of un- 
speakable moment, that it recieve the 
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influence of evangelical principle. 
The Holland Purchase, though con- 
taining nearly one hundred and eighty 
square miles, and eighty thousand in- 
habitants, and no doubt destined to 
become very rich and populous, en- 
joys the services of not more than four 
or five settled ministers, and has not 
on all its territory, prepared for use 
one house for public worship. Mis- 
sionaries are every where well receiv- 
ed, and urgently requested te renew 
and continue their labors. In their 
occasional excursions from the places 
of their designation, Messrs. Colten 
and Mills have found very many tewns 
and villages, rarely visited by the sound 
of the gospel From this whole region, 
they say, * they have so many earnest 
solicitations to visit the people, that 
they sound to us like the Macedonian 
supplication to St. Paul.” In many 
places they have received the most 
tender expressions of thankfulness, 
for their services. Speaking of a vil- 
lage that had been long neglected, Vir. 
Colton observes, “ after my pres aching, 
they moved a vote of thanks to your 
Society for sending them the Gospel ! 
The many expressious of grateful teel- 
ing for my visit, and anxious desires 
that such opportunities might oe re- 
peated, were truly affecting, and can 
hardly be realized, except by those 
who have been in similar circumstan- 
ces.” Verily, the © blessing of many 
ready to perish,” is already descend- 
ing from the wilderness, upon the 
a New. York Evangelical Missionary 
Society of Young Men.” 

In addition to these appointments, 
the Directors have authorized the 
Missionary Society of Geneva, within 
this State, to employ a M.ssionary for 
three months, to be under their own 
direction. ‘They have likewise re- 
cently appointed Mr. Randoiph Stone, 
to spend six months in the destitute 
parts of Georgia, under the advice and 
direction of the Female Missionary 
Society at Savannah. | Early in the 
season hl they engaged the Rev, 
Reuben Taylor to join the mission on 
the Ho'land Purchase, but have been 
disappointed in their hopes of his ser- 
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vices, through an unexpected call ir 
provideuce, for him to take the pasio- 
ral charge of a congregation in Con- 
necticut. 

In the course of the year, the Board 
have received very many applications 
for Missionaries, whieh it has grieved 
them to discourage. We have done 
what we could. More we could have 
done, much more, but for the lameut- 
able deficiency of our means. Ah, 
christian brethren, it affects our hearts 
to tell you, that souls are actually per- 
ishing for want ef means to send them 
the Gospel! Why is it that we know 
not better how to value the privilege of 
diffusing this inestimable blessing! 0, 
who that has found it the © pearl of 
great price,” will not be ardently sol1- 
citous to see #t gilding every.clime and 
enriching every heart? Who that has 
reclined under the shadow of this 
“Pree of life,” will not feel the spirit 
of hailowed ingpatience, to behold it 
extending its branches and scattering 
the “ leaves,” that are for the “ healing 
of the nations?” But while we feel the 
need of new inducements, and a more 


powerful impulse to duty, we congrat-. 


ulate the Society, iat so much has 
been felt—that so much has been done. 
* Not unto _ not unto us, but to thy 
name give glory, for thy mercy and 
truth’s sake !” Future vears, we shall 
hope, may reveal greater mercies, 
Let there be no other anticipation, 
than that there must be a steady, a 
bol? advance of missionary exertion, 
The King of Zion may, for wise reas- 
ons, suifer his church to be diminished 
in numbers, rent by divisions, and dis- 
heartened by difficulties; but itis wor- 
thy of remark, that itis afier such sea- 
sons his band has been visible, and his 
grace and glory manifested for her en- 
largement and beauty. The Board 
would rejoice, and bless the fountain 
of ail grace, that notwitastanding all 
their apprehensions, the providence 
that gave birth to this Institution, has 
been so preguant with benefits to the 
souls of men. The sweetest emotion 
of their hearts is, that as they review 
the year, they have so much reason to 
believe, that through their feeble in- 
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situmentality, Souls have been born of 
God and made heirs of heaven. 
Respectfully submitted to the Soci- 
ety by the Board of Directors: 
GarpINerR Sprine, Corr. Sec’ry. 
New. York, Dec. 1817. 





From the American Baptist Magazine. 


Departure of the Missionaries for 
rmah. 


As it was expecied that Messrs- 
James Colman and Edward Wiliard 
Wheelock, with their wives, would 
sail in a few davs for India—a special 
prayer meeting was held on Tuesday 
evening, Nov. I1, in the second Baptist 
Meeting House in Bosten, for the pur- 
pose of commending them to the gui- 
dance, protection and blessing of Hea- 
ven. 

The weather was not pleasant, but 
a large assembly was convened. ‘The 
services commenced at half past 6 
o’clock, and continued till half past 
nine Eight ministering brethren 
prayed; a few short addresses were 
intermingled, and hyms appropriate 
to the occasion were sung. It wasa 
sweet and solemn season. A spirit of 
grace and supplication prevailed to an 
uncommon degree. ‘Those who were 
mouth for the people of God, appear- 
ed to feel as Jacob did when he said, 
“[ will not let thee go except thou bless 
me.” Ii the friends of Christ who were 

resent had uttered the langauge of 
their hearts, they would have exclaim- 
ed with one accord, “ Lord, itis good 
for us to be here!’ Though the meet- 
ing was protracted to an unusual 
length, it was evident that the congre- 
gation separated with feelings of re- 
gret. 

On Lord’s day,Nov. 16,at 100’clock, 
A. M. our dear Missionary brethren 
with their companions, embarked in 
the Ship Independence, Capt. Bangs, 
for Calcutta, at which plece they will 
embrace the first opportunity to obtain 
a passage for Rangoon. 

The parting scene was truly affect- 
ing. It is supposed that more than 
200 persons were assembled on the 
Deck, to bid them a final adieu, and 
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to give them their benediction. It 
wus such a scene as was witnessed at 
Miletus The parents and brothers 
and sisters, and indeed all who were 
present wept; and many fell on their 
necks; and kissed them; sorrowing 
most ofall, that they should see their 
faces no more. None discovered so 
much fortitude as the Missionaries 
themselves. While their friends were 
all weeping around them, they mani- 
fested great firmness. When sister 
Wheelvck stepped on the plank which 
connected the vessel with the wharf, 
she observed to a female fiiend; “Ef 
would not exchange situations with a- 
ny of you.” One incident occured 
which was sufficient to melt a heart of 
stone. When the vessel egan to move 
the father of Mr. W. with all the ten- 
der anguish of a parent, took off his 
hat and exclaimed, Willard ! my dear 
Son! let me see your face once more! 
Willard came to the side of the vessel. 
The Fathes gazed on his amiable son, 
then covered his head, and immedi- 
ately forced his Way through the crewd 
to his carriage. Just hetore the vessel 
left the wharf, Dr. Baldwin engaged in 
prayer, recommending the Missiona- 
ries to God, and the word of his grace. 
The following Hymn was alse sung, 
ex pressive ofearnest cesires that He, 
who holds the winds in his fist, would 
conduct thein in safety over the mighty 
deep. 
HYMN. 
Composed by Mr. Ward. 

* Smile, Lord, on each divine attempt 

fo spread ‘he gospel’s rays. 
And buiid on sin’s demotish'd throne 

‘The temple of thy giace.” 
Ob, charge the waves *o Lear our friends 

In salety o’er the deep; 
Let the rough tempest speed their way, 

Or bid Us fury steep. 
When they shai! preach the Saviour’s word 

Beneath the Banyan’s shade, 
Let the poor Burman teel its power, 

And wake bis spirit glad. 
Oh, jet the heavenly Shaster spread, 

Bid the new Casi arise, 
Till natives preach the gospel word, 

And Burnmene taste its joys. 

It will no doubt be a source of grat- 
ification to many, to be info: med that 
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654 Extrasi of a Letier from the Cherokee Mission. 


the supercargo of the Independence is 
a pious man. Though a member of 
another denomiuation, yet he appears 
to love all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This circumstance will great- 
ly contribute to the comfort of our 
dear yeung friends. When the writer 
of this article gave the parting hand to 
one of the Missionaries ; his last woras 


were, “Oh, do pray for us! dear Sir, 


do pray for us!” It is hoped that all 
who take an interest in the Burman 


Mission will not only contribute of 


their substance for its support, but 
cause their prayers to ascend before 
God, that his presence may go with 
the Missionaries, and that he may give 
them favor in the sight of the Heathen. 





From the Panoplist. 

Extract of a letter from Messrs. Kings- 
bury, Hall, and Williams, to the Rev. 
Dr. Worcester. Chickamaugah, Nov. 
25th, 1817. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—We are now 
able to tell you what the Lord is do- 
ing among us for the glory of his name. 
And though it be the day of sinall 
things, we know it will rejoice your 
hearts, as it has ours, when you hear 
that the Lord Jesus ts bringing into his 
kingdom some of the sons and daugh- 
ters of our western forests. 

For some time past, we have had 
the satisfaction to witness a pleasing 
change in the external conduct of some 
of our neighbors, who on the Sabbath 
attended our religious worship. ‘Two 
white men in our neighborhood, who 
have been profane and immoral, be- 
came sober and serious. One Chero- 
kee woinan also, wlio had a tolerable 
good education, and who is married to 
a white man, appeared to be under ve- 
ry serious impressions. 

Such was the state of things, when 
brother Cornelius arrived at this sta- 
tion. His conversation and preach- 
ing excited an increased attention, 
both among the Cherokees aud white 
people around us. Our assembly on 
the Sabbath was increased. On the 
last Sabbath that he preached, which 
was the first in November, a very sol- 





emn impression was made on thé 
minds of several. One white man, 
one Cherokee man, the woman above 
mentioned, and a Cherokee girl, who 
was attending our school, were much 
alfected. ‘The Cherokee man is a 
haif breed, named Charles Reece, who 
speaks our language tolerably well. 
He was one of the three intrepid Cher- 
okees, who at the battle of the Horse- 
Shoe, swaim the river in face of the en- 
emy, aid brought off their canoes in 
triumph. The President has tately 
presented him with an elegant rifle, 
as areward for his bravery. It was 
interesting to see this undaunted war- 
rior bowing before the influence of 
the Gospel. After public exercises, 
Mr. Cornelius conversed with him. He 
sunk upon his feet as if deprived of 
strength, said he knew not what to 
say; that he felt as he never did be- 
fore. He felt that he was a sinner. 
This man has visited us repeatedly 
since, and says it is his fixed determi- 
vation to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
and that it is his great desire tv know, 
and to do the will of God. 

The girl above mentioned, who is a 
member of our School, and who is the 
subject of serious impressions, is a 
daughter of half breed parents. Her 
name ts Catharine Brown. She is a- 
bout 18 years of age, genteel in her 
appearance, and amiable in her man- 
ners; spoke the English language well 
when she came to live with us, and 
could read indifferently in words of 
three letters. She has been attentive 
to her learning, industrious in her 
habits, aud remarkably correct in all 
her deportment. She has attended 
school about 90 days, and now reads 
well in the Bible, and writes a tolera- 
bly good hand. She says, that before 
she came into our family, she did not 
know that she was a sinner, but that 
now she knows and feels it. With 
tears in her eyes she often expresses 
her anxiety for the poor people, as 
she calls them, and wishes she could 
remain in our family aud devote her- 
self to their instruction, but is afraid 
her parents will not be wi'ling. 

There are traits in the religious ex- 
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rience of those persons which we 
think favourable. They do not ap 

ar to be influenced in any great de. 
gree by the fear of punishment. Their 

reat anxiety is to know the will of 
God, and to do it: and are more so- 
licitous to be delivered from sin than 
from its consequences. Im short, we 
would indulge the hope that a saving 
change has been wrought in the hearts 
of, at least, three or four. But we 
would wish not to be sanguine; our 
hopes may be disappointed. 

On the last Sabbath in September, 
a church was organized im this place, 
and we solemnly renewed our cove- 
nant with God, and with each other. 
We should have done this at an ear- 
lier period, but, hearing that brother 
Cornelius was on his way to this 
country, we were desirous that he 
should be present on this interesting 
occasion. At present, our church 
consists of only the missionary breth- 
ren and sisters; but we hope soon to 
be able to number some who have re- 
cently been brought into the kingdom 
of the dear Redeemer. 





Communi#tated for the Christian Herali. 
State of Religion in the district of Co- 
lumbia. 

At Georgetown and Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, religion is 
much respected, and is making in- 
ereased progress. In the former place 
there is a flourishing Sunday School, 
in which nearly 300 persons are 
taught to read the Scriptures:, here 
also an important Bible Association, 
calculated to supply the poor with 
the Scriptures on easy terms, has re- 
eently been established; and others, 
on similar principles, will probably 
soon be formed in Alexandria and 
Washington—all auxiliary to the Bi- 
ble Society for the District of Colum- 
bia. In these several cities the Gos- 
pel is faithfully preached. Between 
the different denominations of Chris- 
tians there is great harmony and much 
mutual charity. This spirit will be 
more fostered by the Bible Associa- 
tions already formed, or in contem- 
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piation; and it is hoped that it will 
lead to results of much importance, 
especially among the middle and 
poorer classes of society. ‘The pres- 
ent chief magistrate of the United 
States appears to be decidedly friend- 
ly to religion, and recommends it by 
his approbation and example. Much 
to his honor, he avows and cherishes 
just sentiments on this subject that 
will have an extensive influence. He 
seems fully to appreciate the impor- 
tance of Christianity to the national 
welfare and happiness; and, as far as 
circumstances admit in this respect, 
he follows the footsteps of the immor- 
tal hero of the American revolution. 
The gradual effect of peace, the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, the promo- 
tion of schools aud charitable estab- 
lishments will, # ts hoped, give such 
a tone to publie opinion and feeling 
at the seat of the national government, 
that their influence will be sensibly 
felt in all its departments, and make 
Washington the seat cf pure manners 
and correct principles, as well as of 
true liberty and political science. : 





Cayuga Bible Society. 

The anniversary metting of the 
Cayuga Auxiliary Bible Society was 
attended at the Presbyterian meceting- 
house in Auburn, N. Y. on the 28th 
Jan. by citizens from various parts of 
the county, and by a numerous body 
of Clergy and Elders, members of the 
Cayuga Presbytery, at that time con- 
vened. A Sermon was preached by 
Rev. David Rathbone, from these’ 
words “ Search the Scriptures,” in 
which the Bible and the import of the 
word search were the subject of his re- 
marks. 

“ From the reports that were read 
it appears the Soeiety has already 
been instrumental in doing much good. 
Many Bibles have been given to the 
needy ; and the present state of the 
funds is ominous of much greater good 
in future. In many of the town depart- 
ments Branches have been organized, 
and the report of their proceedings 
transmitted to the Board of Managers. 
Liberal donations also from wnkuowa 
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individuals have been made. They 
will have their reward. Indeed from 
what the society has already done, its 
friends may rationally anticipate re- 
sults honourable te themselves, re- 
deeming to the objects of their chari- 
ty, and dutiful and pleasing to the God 
of Heaven.”—Auburn Gaz. 





Baltimore Sabbath School Union: 


A “Union Board of Delegates from 
the Male Sabbath Schools of Balti- 
more” was formed Dec. 15th, 1817, 
for the purpose ef promoting more ex- 
tensively and more efficiently the ob- 


jects of those beneficent institutions. 


Nine Male Sabbath Schoels are now 
in successful operation in Baltimore, 
profitably educating, and in part sup- 
plying with clothes, eleven hundred 
and thirty-eight boys; and for the ar- 
duous service of teaching them, they 
are indebted to the voluntary and 
gratuitous services of young men of 
respectable standing and pious dispo- 
Sitions. 





The Treasurer of the Education Seciety 
has received during the last month, 


From the Female Cent Soc. Water- 
bury, by Miss Clark, Treasurer, $30 
From Female Benevolent Society, 
Vernon, by Mr. Tho’s Kellogg, 30 
From Dr. Isaac Lewis. Greenwich, 
a collection in his congregation, 46 20 
From Gentlemer’s Benevolent So- 
ciety, New Milford, by Rev. An- 
drew Elliot, 15 
From Deacon Dobson M’ Mahon, 9 
From Mr. Timothy D. Williams, 2 
years subscription, 
From Mr. Elias Sullwell, 


Co 18 





$1385 20 


A bundle containing 4 second-hand 
Wais'coats, a pair of new gloves, and 
several pairs of stockings has been receiv- 
ed from an unknown quarter. 

8S. TWINING, Treasurer. 
March $d, 1818. 


Ordination. 


Feb, 25th, 1818, the Rev. William Burton 
was ordained over the Ecclesiastical Church 
and Society in Columbia. The Rev. Mr. 
Fowler of Exeter, Lebanon, made the in- 
troductory prayer; the Rev. Mr. Boothe, 
of Coventry, preached the sermon from 


John v. 35.—“ He was a burning ané 
a shining light’—the Rev. Mr. Ely, of 
Lebanon, made the ordaining and in- 
stalling prayer; the Rev. Dr. Bassett, of 
Hebron, gave the charge; the Rev. Mr. 
Everest, of Windham, gave the right band 
of fellowsbip ; the Rev. Mr Cone, of Cal- 
chester, addressed the people;~ and the 
Rev. Joel West, of Chatham, made the con- 
cluding prayer. ‘The assembly was crowi- 
ed; the services appropriate; anid the 
whole scene was solemn and interesting. 
The Friends of Zion in that place rejoice at 
their brightening prospects, and have rea- 
son to hope for the protection and blessing 
of God. 


Feb. 4th—Rev. Samuel A. Aikin was or- 
dained over the Presbyterian Church ir 
Utica. 


The Mourning Captives. 


PsALM 137th. 


Sitting by the streams that glide 
Down by Babel’s Towering wall, 

Wi bh our tears we swell the tide, 
While Our mournful! thoughts recall 
Thee, O Zion, and thy fall. 


Our neglected harps unstrung, 
Not acquainted swith the land, 

On the willow trees we bung, 
Near the river’s side, that stand 
Planied by a stranger’s hand. 


Yet our spiteful foes command 
Songs of mirth, and lead the van, 
Who to us did scoffing say, 

Sing a song, a Hebrew lay, 

A song of Zion sing to day. 


Bat, alas! how can we sing 
A sacred song te Zion's King, 
In this strange and foreiga land, 
At our haughty foe’s command, 
O how attune the slumbering string. 


Zion, ouce our happy home, 
Ever we'll remember Thee, 
Ever sigh at thy sad dome; 
Sigh. but ah! when shall we see 
Thy former glory rest on Thee? 


But if e’er fond memory sleep, 

And our eyes forget to weep, 

Ever cease our lips to praise, 

Ever silent be the lays, 

That fir’d our hearts in happier days. 
Y. C. March, 1818. s. 
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